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himself a misanthrope, he went on to explain
that he intended to prove " the falsity of that
definition animal rationale, and to show it
should be only rationis capax" He uses his
communities in Gulliver to expose in the
most savage way the defects of Western
civilisation: but can those who call this
" cynical" deny that the defects were there ?
Mr. Whibley refers very properly to his accept-
ance of the " generous creed " of the King of
Brobdingnag, " that whoever could make
two ears of corn, or two blades of grass, to
grow upon a spot of ground where only
one grew before, would deserve better of
mankind, and do more essential service to his
country, than the whole race of politicians
put together." Mr. Whibley himself has so
marked a disbelief in all politicians that he
allows this " simple doctrine" to stand by
itself. But the Utopia in Swift's heart even
had room for better politicians. Take tlie
introduction to the school of political projectors
in Laputa :

" In the school of political projectors I was but
ill entertained, the professors appearing in my
judgment wholly out of their senses, which is
a scene that never fails to make me melan-
choly. These unhappy people were proposing
schemes for persuading monarchs to choose
favourites upon the score of their wisdom,
capacity, and virtue ; of teaching ministers to
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